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Partners in God's service 
In 1985 Mennonite Central Committee continued to serve 
the poor, victims of war and refugees. At the heart of its 
programs were 976 workers in 50 countries. Their 
ministries were carried out together with dedicated local 
church and community partners. North American 
partners supported their work with material and financial 
contributions, prayers and love. All were co-laborers 
together with God (I Cor. 3:9). 
MCC and its local partners distributed material aid— 
more than ever before in MCC history—dug wells, 
vaccinated children, taught classes. They struggled over 
Scriptures and sought ways to create jobs, end hunger and 
bring peace. They were witnesses to the Gospel of love 
where people lived in fear and despair. 
Armed conflict again created much of the human need to 
which MCC responded. Hostilities in South Africa 
brought anger, injury and death throughout the entire 
region. Central American workers wrote at year end, 
"The major conflicts here are no closer to resolution than 
a year ago." The Middle East was also no closer to peace. 
Natural disasters were the cause of immense human 
suffering in Mexico, Colombia, Chile and Bangladesh. 
Programs continued to center on practical means of 
reaching out—agriculture, education, health care, 
technical assistance, material aid—offered to strengthen 
local churches and communities. 









South America and Caribbean 
• • • "Increased commitment to democratic process at the 
national level, examples of improved agricultural 
production with peasant families, community and 
church groups courageously championing the cause of 
social justice, and concerned individuals and groups 
in both the North and South seeking to build bridges 
are signs of the resiliency and determination of many 
to live and die for the kingdom of God."* 
Brazil and Uruguay returned to civilian government. 
Inflation and immense foreign debts were a reality 
throughout the region. Natural disasters in Mexico, Chile 
and Colombia captured international attention. 
Agriculture and water development, primary health care 
and community organization continued as the primary 
goals of programs in the region. 
MCC formally linked with Mennonite Missions 
(Mennonite Board of Missions and Commission on 
Overseas Missions) to carry out joint programs in Bolivia, 
including community development, church planting, 
peace education and leadership training. 
Activities included: * * * 
New joint earthquake 
reconstruction program with 
Mennonite Board of Missions 
in Chile • • • 
Reconstruction following 
Mexico earthquake; first major 
MCC program there for more 
than a decade 
• • • 
Efforts to strengthen 
relationship with churches in 
Cuba, including hosting 
delegation of Cuban church 
people 
• • • 
Contributions to MENCOLDES, 
Colombia Mennonite 
development agency, which is 
working on reconstruction 
after volcano eruption 
Health, Haiti • • • 
Appointment of MCC worker as 
unit peace and justice 
coordinator to develop 
contacts with nonviolence 
groups in Brazil • • • 
Participating in weekly ministry 
to prostitutes at port in Recife, 
Brazil • • • 
Five workers at Hospital Albert 
Schweitzer in Haiti • • • 
Over 2,000 chickens 
vaccinated in Brazil ag projects • • • 
Deaf education in Jamaica 
'Quotes are all taken from 
year-end program reports 
Central America 
• • • "May the God of power use our feeble efforts to 
bring peace, stability, justice and prosperity to those 
who suffer in Central America!" 
Civil war in El Salvador and Guatemala and 
counterrevolutionary attacks in Nicaragua have created 
immense human suffering among the general population. 
Each country in this region received emergency MCC aid 
for refugees and displaced people. 
A personal tragedy for MCC workers was the murder of 
a long-time MCC development employee in Guatemala. 
In Honduras two died and 40 were injured in an attack 
on the Colomoncagua refugee camp, and three refugees 
died in attacks on Mesa Grande camp. Honduran 
Mennonites and MCCers worked in construction in both 
camps. These were only a few of the year's tragedies for 
people of the region. 
In each country MCC worked with local Mennonite, 
Brethren in Christ and other churches, which carried out 
both emergency aid and long-term community projects. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Assignment of an MCC worker 
in water resource development 
in northern Nicaragua through 
a local evangelical 
development committee and 
the Ministry of Agrarian Reform • • • 
Involvement of New Social 
Action Commission in 
Honduras in agriculture, 
education, job creation and 
nutrition programs 
Termination of involvement in 
Valley of Peace resettlement 
project in Belize; project 
plagued with difficulties and 
land unsuitable for agriculture 
• • • 
Beginning of ag center on land 
owned by Kekchi Mennonite 
Church in Guatemala 
El Salvadoran family 
Africa 
• • • "There appears to be wide agreement that the single 
most important cause of hunger in Africa is armed 
conflict... Rain alone will not end this suffering." 
Making the link between peace and hunger led to specific 
projects, including support for peace discussions in 
Lesotho and Ethiopia and peacemaking seminars in 
Uganda and Sudan. 
South Africa's crisis became brutal reality to Mennonite 
workers in Gabarone, Botswana, whose neighbors were 
injured and killed in a South Africa military raid on that 
city. Wars and conflicts caused food shortages in Chad, 
Uganda and Mozambique. M C C sent its largest quantities 
of material aid to this continent. 
Abundant rains were an important blessing to much of 
the continent this year, providing food for the short term. 
For the first time there were more M C C workers involved 
in agriculture and nutrition assignments than in 
education. Education remained important, with teachers 
in both primary and secondary schools and in nonformal 
education. 
Relationships with the church formed the base for MCC's 
work in most countries. Church partners included 
ecumenical councils and Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, 
independent and evangelical churches. 
Activities included: 
Food distribution and wells 
projects in Burkina Faso, 
where the need for water and 
the food crisis were the most 
repeated concerns at meetings 
with local leaders 
• • • 
Encouraging marketable crafts 
and cooking skills with 
women's groups in Christian 
Care resettlement farms in 
Zambia • • • 
Revolving loan fund for 
starting small businesses such 
as carpentry and shoe making 
in Somalia refugee camps 
• • • 
Operating 1,000-volume 
lending library out of MCC 
home in Chad; about 230 youth 
used library regularly 
• • • 
Art, music classes and food 
distribution among minors in 
prison in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso 
• • • 
Construction of Portuguese 
language school and church 
for Angolan refugees in lower 
Zaire • • • 
Health program in Bale 
Province, Ethiopia, 
discontinued after seven years 
Agriculture, Zaire 
Working in pastoral ministry in 
Chad, including visiting church 
participants and leading Bible 
studies 
• • • 
Quakers and Mennonites 
rebuilding home demolished in 
raid on Gabarone 
Financial support to families of 
political prisoners in South 
Africa • • • 
Training electricians in Church 
of Christ workshop in Nigeria 
• • • 
Sponsoring Moslem/Christian 
seminar in Khartoum, Sudan 
Education, Egypt 
Middle East 
• • • "We are grateful to God for the minority, often small, 
Christian communities with which we have been 
privileged to work in the past year. We have been 
encouraged by their wisdom, by their patience, by 
their spirit and by their faithfulness. We thank God 
for our many friends of other faiths whom God also 
loves and created in His image." 
Lebanon again witnessed a nearly unbroken cycle of 
violence. In Southern Lebanon agricultural programs were 
paralyzed for extended periods of time. Some national 
staff and their family members lost their lives or were 
imprisoned during the year. 
West Bank workers noted that each year-end report for a 
decade has spoken of "hopelessness, violence, frustration, 
injustice, oppression and extremism. The events of 1985 
would suggest that the same things could be said as in 
1984. It must only be added that people are now 
burdened with an additional year of living in hopelessness 
and despair." 
In West Bank MCC's work focused on agriculture and 
peace. Food production and water projects were designed 
to encourage farmers in their struggle to retain their 
lands. Staff was privileged to teach on peace issues. 
Dialogue on peace was sought with both Palestinians and 
Israelis. 
Activities included: • • • 
Work in Egypt in health and 
education programs of Coptic 
churches; workers reported 
growing relationship with 
churches 
• • • 
Participation of West Bank 
Women's Development Office 
in Nairobi Women's 
Conference 
• • • 
Relief and refugee aid in 
Lebanon to displaced 
Lebanese and Palestinians 
Forestation, livestock and 
beekeeping projects in 
Lebanon 
• • • 
Increased efforts to relate to 
local church in West Bank 
Blankets, Ethiopia 
Contact(USPS 689-760) is published in 
February, April, June, August, October 
and December. Editor is Kristina Mast 
Burnett. MCC Canada editor is Doreen 
Martens. MCC U.S. editor is Linda 
Sauder. Graphic design is by Scott Jost. 
Copies are sent in bulk to church 
addresses upon request. Address 
correspondence to Contact Editor, 21 
South 12th Street, Box M, Akron, Pa., 
17501. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
3 MCC Contact/February 1986 
Asia Europe 
• • • "The recent history of much of East Asia has been 
characterized by many forces of destruction. We have 
heard too much the words destabilization, 
defoliation, defense and dehumanization. MCC seeks 
to join with Asians who are committed to the service 
of reconciliation." 
In Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, countries devastated 
by war, MCC's primary ministry was one of rebuilding 
networks of people and economy. Agriculture and health 
care were the primary program emphases. Health work 
included such diverse responses as assigning Indian 
doctors to Prey Veng Hospital in Kampuchea, providing 
subscriptions to medical journals for doctors in Vietnam 
and assisting the Lao government in printing a Lao-
language edition of Where There is No Doctor, a 
handbook for village health workers. 
Agriculture and job creation were central to work in 
Bangladesh. The agriculture program centered on rural, 
marginal people—farmers with very small plots of land 
and rural landless people. 
In a country whose most critical problem is 
overpopulation, MCC was able to provide new jobs to a 
small but important handful of people—215 women and 
85 men. The program, which employed 989 Bangladeshis 
in total, assisted employees to use their income to set up 
independent employment. 
Activities included: • • • 
New rural development training 
programs for Nepalis 
• • • 
Continued refugee assistance 
program for boat people in 
Thailand 
Teaching English in China and 
Thailand 
• • • 
Food shipments in response to 
severe shortages in 
Kampuchea 
• • • 
Learning tours and study 
booklet, part of Philippine 
team's emphasis on 
international education 
• • • 
New resettlement project 
including agricultural 
assistance in remote area of 
Indonesia 
• • • 
Scholarships to 500 Indonesian 
students 
New project in Olongapo City, 
the Philippines, near the U.S. 
Subic Naval Base, where two 
MCCers befriend hospitality 
women • • • 
Agriculturist joined church 
rural development program in 
northern Thailand 
• • • 
Sending quilts, food and 
clothing to Bangladesh after 
cyclone in which 20,000 died 
• • • "European society is both secularized and divided. 
But elements in East and West such as small house 
fellowships and the peace movement are working to 
renew the Christian community and transcend 
political divisions. With our presence in Europe, we 
try to support these efforts and learn from Europeans, 
because the issues and needs in Europe and in North 
America are interrelated." 
Workers in Europe related to European Christian service 
and peace groups. They sought to relate especially to the 
Mennonite churches. Peace witness, East/West dialogue 
and fraternal relationships with European Mennonites 
were the core of the Europe program. 
Europeans and MCC cooperated in a growing number of 
joint projects. A new joint social service program 
benefiting Angolan refugees was begun in Portugal as well 
as a cooperative aid project in Chad. 
Activities included: • • • 
Shipping first 1,000 copies of 
each of five volumes of 
Russian-language Bible 
commentary to Soviet Union 
• • • 
Building relationships with 
churches in East Germany 
through visits to that country 
• • • 
Support for Church and Peace, 
growing network of European 
peace churches 
Reconciliation-focused 
Mennonite community in 
Ireland, a joint project of 
Mennonite Board of Missions 
and MCC; includes support of 
nondenominational elementary 
school 
• • • 
Worker at Keston College 
Research Centre for Religion in 
Communist Lands 
Other overseas programs 
A review of the MCC SELFHELP Crafts program 
concluded that SELFHELP should continue and expand, 
keeping its emphasis on job creation for craft producers. 
SELFHELP will continue to be a part of MCC's overseas 
program, rather than becoming an independent 
organization. 
Conciliation training seminars in Europe and Central 
America were a new initiative for MCC Peace Section. 
Other activities included a peace and justice seminar in 
Brazil, sending a delegate to East Africa to explore 
peacemaking possibilities and sponsoring a small peace 
delegation to Laos. 
The MCC Child Sponsorship Program gave educational 
assistance to 1,863 young people in 10 countries, whose 
families could not afford to pay for their education. 
Eighty-eight young people participated in the 
International Visitor Exchange Program, which brings 
young people to North America from Asia, Africa, 
Europe and Latin America. Fifty-three North American 
youth spent a year overseas through the MCC Salt 
International and Intermenno programs. 
Agricultural research, Vietnam 
Cartridge box seen by MCCers 
near graves of two who were 
accused of antigovernment 
activity and shot; Philippines 
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U.S. constituency $9,364,956 




Grants—Canadian agencies 3,138,557 
Grants—other 854,991 
SELFHELP Crafts 3,307,799 
Other revenue 1,342,148 
8,643,495 









Latin America 4,185,356 
Middle East 1,352,408 
MCC U.S. 1,802,487 
SELFHELP Crafts 2,488,061 
Administration & 
constituency relations 2,701,884 
Other 460,319 
Total expenses 30,803,365 
Excess of income over 
expenses 2,226,723 
Funds applied to long-term 
assets 343,967 
Net increase in operating 
fund balances 1,882,756 
Material aid 
from Canadian and U.S. donors 
79.6 million pounds/35.8 
million kilograms 
to 34 countries 
The 79.6 million pounds or 35.8 
million kilograms of aid 
shipped was the highest 
amount ever shipped by MCC 
in a single year, topping what 
had also been record amounts 
in 1983 and 1984. The largest 
part of the 1985 total was 78.8 
million pounds or 35.5 million 
kilograms of food aid — 
including wheat, corn, beans 
and canned beef. 
Material aid other than food aid 
122,000 blankets and sheets 
17,970 layette bundles 
4,800 towels 
62,977 school, health and 
sewing kits 
1,542 pounds or 694 kilograms 
of fabric 
334,064 pounds or 150,328 
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Africa 38 29 17 35 24 2 43 188 
Botswana 2 3 3 4 4 16 
Burkina Faso 3 6 4 1 2 3 19 
Chad 1 3 1 1 2 8 
Ethiopia 2 2 4 
Kenya 5 1 1 2 2 4 15 
Lesotho 2 3 7 4 16 
Mozambique 1 1 2 
Nigeria 2 3 7 1 3 16 
Somalia 6 1 1 2 10 
South Africa 3 1 4 
Sudan 3 5 1 3 3 15 
Swaziland 4 2 1 4 1 3 15 
Tanzania 1 1 2 
Uganda 4 2 1 7 
Zaire 4 1 2 2 6 15 
Zambia 4 1 5 1 4 15 
Zimbabwe 3 4 1 1 9 
Asia 23 12 8 20 9 2 21 95 
Bangladesh 14 8 2 7 31 
China 17 17 
India 1 1 2 
Indonesia 6 3 1 10 
Kampuchea 2 2 
Laos 4 4 
Nepal 1 4 2 1 8 
Philippines 1 7 2 10 
Taiwan 2 2 
Thailand 2 2 2 3 9 
Europe 1 17 7 25 
East Germany 2 2 
England 1 2 3 
Hungary 2 2 
Ireland 5 5 
Switzerland 1 1 2 
West Germany 5 6 11 
Latin America 47 13 29 24 10 8 27 158 
Bolivia 15 4 9 13 3 1 8 53 
Brazil 10 2 1 2 4 3 22 
Chile 2 2 
El Salvador 1 1 3 1 6 
Guatemala 4 1 6 2 13 
Haiti 13 3 5 2 4 27 
Honduras 1 1 1 3 1 7 
Jamaica 2 2 1 7 1 3 16 
Mexico 1 1 
Nicaragua 1 1 1 2 5 
Paraguay 3 2 1 6 
Middle East 2 4 16 8 30 
Egypt 4 15 2 21 
Jordan 2 2 
Lebanon 2 2 
West Bank 2 1 2 5 
North America 3 37 9 21 102 37 271 480 
Canada 'volunteer 3 11 1 7 55 18 15 110 
• local V.S. 6 11 28 45 
* salaried 4 6 65 75 
United • volunteer 10 8 13 23 53 107 
States * local V.S. 1 8 9 
* salaried 5 1 7 102 115 
' other 19 19 
Total 111 94 67 116 162 49 377 976 
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Voluntary Service, Warden 
Woods, Ontario 
In a year when international conflicts and poverty 
dominated the news, MCC Canada did not neglect 
human needs closer to home. As in the past, MCC 
Canada workers provided a potent witness to Christ's 
love through tangible action in partnership with those 
most disadvantaged in society. 
They served in group homes, schools, mediation services, 
prisons, drop-in centers, medical clinics, independent 
living resource centers, refugee/immigrant orientation 
offices, shelters for the homeless, isolated Native 
communities and in many other places where Jesus could 
be found in the guise of the poor, the handicapped and 
the oppressed. 
In this work MCC Canada recognized the support of its 
constituency, who gave willingly to ease suffering both 
abroad and at home. 
Victim/Offender Ministries (VOM) 
A sense of hopelessness pervading the criminal justice 
field and renewed calls for vengeance were prominent 
concerns in 1985. At the same time, there was a growing 
interest in the biblical vision for a reconciliation approach 
to crime. VOM continued to provide a resource for 
reconciliation programs in the provincial MCCs and other 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ ministries. 
Activities included: • • • 
Creating study guide, poster, 
"Choose Life" brochure and 
video on capital punishment 
• • • 
Producing slide sets on VOM 
programs and helping the 
victims of crime 
Writing papers on Peoplehood 
and Law, and Retributive/ 
Restorative Justice; six 
editions of Accord newsletter 
• • • 
Consultations with prison 
visitation coordinators and 
victim/offender reconciliation 
program coordinators 
Peace and Social Concerns (PSC) 
A Christian witness to peace and reconciliation was an 
integral part of MCC's work at home and abroad. PSC 
staff helped draw attention to the links that exist between 
relief aid, development work and the need for a peace 
witness in a strife-torn world. 
The following questions provided some of the motivation 
for PSC's work in the past year: Is there purpose in 
feeding a starving child or planting a crop one day, if 
terrorists come in bearing "made in USA/made in USSR" 
guns, kill the child and destroy the garden? How 
worthwhile is the work of MCC or the church if the 
world which God pronounced "good" is threatened by 
nuclear destruction because people have forgotten the 
message of the Prince of Peace? 
Activities included: • • • 
Peace and justice drama 
writing project 
• • • 
Appointment of Peter and 
Leona Penner, recent MCC 
country directors in Swaziland, 
as new PSC co-directors, 
replacing Ray Hamm 
• • • 
Penners visiting many 
churches and other groups, 
focusing on connections 
between their experience in 
Africa and peace witness in 
Canada 
Letter to Canadian Radio/ 
Television and 
Telecommunications 
Commission on alcohol 
advertising 
• • • 
Telling the story of the attempt 
to place uranium refinery in 
Warman, Sask. 
• • • 
Annotated resource list dealing 
with environmental concerns 
from a theological perspective 
• • • 
Continued microfilming of PSC 
collection of peace statements 
Committee on Women's 
Concerns 
Women's lives were affected by many forces at work in 
our society, including economic pressures, family 
violence, changing roles and new opportunities. The 
committee attempted to help the MCCC constituency 
better understand the needs of women and find ways to 
address both societal problems and issues within the 
church. 
Activities included: • • • 
Compiling Canadian section of 
the Resource Listing of 
Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ Women 
• • • 
Speaking on issues pertaining 
to women within the church 
and MCCC; bringing a 
Christian perspective to issues 
affecting women in society 
Providing information and 
resource material on Women'! 
Concerns to Canadian 
churches 
Women's Concerns, Canada 
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China Educational Exchange 
Voluntary Services (VS) 
We were grateful to God for VS workers, the "flesh and 
blood" of Canadian MCC programs. The majority of 
VSers served in the program areas described in this report. 
Additionally, VSers served in MCC offices, alternate 
schools and a variety of other assignments. Increasingly 
workers were assigned to projects related to families in 
crisis. There were many opportunities for placements for 
which there were no workers. On the other hand, there 
was an increasing number of families interested in VS 
whom MCC could not place for financial reasons— 
families cost far more to support than single VSers. 
Ottawa Office 
The Ottawa Office represented MCCC in the nation's 
capital. It related to various branches of government, and 
to a range of nongovernmental organizations. It provided 
information for the constituency on public policy, 
monitored legislation on foreign policy, peace issues and 
domestic concerns, and served other portfolios of MCCC. 
Arranging meetings between 
government people and 
returned MCC overseas 
workers to share observations 
and concerns • • • 
Compiling a list of Canada/ 
Soviet Union family 
reunification cases for the 
External Affairs Department • • • 
Representing MCCC on various 
organizations, including Africa 
Emergency Relief and Project 
Ploughshares 
• • • 
Helping Mennonites from 
Mexico and others with 
immigration and citizenship 
problems • • • 
Writing Ottawa Notebook 
Activities included: • • • 
Drafting documents for MCCC 
including a general letter to the 
Prime Minister, broad papers 
on Canada's foreign policy and 
on war criminals and more 
specific letters on Africa 
famine relief, "Star Wars," 
immigration and citizenship 
laws 
Overseas Services 
MCCC Overseas Services staff was a support to the 
Overseas desk at MCC headquarters in Akron, and 
assumed responsibility for several programs. These 
included administering MCC work in Ethiopia/eastern 
Sudan and the China Educational Exchange program. 
Other areas of responsibility were service to Kanadier 
Mennonites, cooperation with the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank (CFB), the International Visitor Exchange program 
and refugee settlement. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Food shipments to El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Ethiopia, Sudan, 
India and Egypt, including milk 
powder, cooking oil, flour, 
sugar and egg powder valued 
at more than $3 million • • • 
Isbrand Hiebert appointed to 
Kanadier concerns; tour to 
Paraguay and Bolivia helped 
strengthen ties with Kanadier 
people • • • 
Publishing Die Mennonitische 
Post, which receives strong 
support in Kanadier 
communities 
MCCC shipments to Ethiopia, 
Mozambique, Burkina Faso, 
India, Bangladesh and El 
Salvador of 23,500 metric tons 
of food aid through the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, 
with the matching assistance 
of CIDA; valued at $8.77 million 
including shipping costs 
• • • 
Assisting provincial MCCs in 
settling 20 Indochinese refugee 
families once classified 
"medically inadmissible"; 
assisting Central American 
refugees settling in Canada via 
the U.S. Overground Railroad 
Twenty-eight young Christians 
from 11 countries in Canada 
working as part of International 
Visitor Exchange Program 
SELFHELP Crafts growing by 
27 percent, with gross sales of 
$1.7 million 
Native Concerns 
Our work with those who suffer poverty and oppression 
overseas will not have integrity unless we are also willing 
to stand with those who suffer these wrongs closer to 
home. Through its Native Concerns work, MCCC 
attempted to do that and to help the MCCC constituency 
see the needs of Native people as a natural extension of 
global ministry. Continued participation in the inter-
church Project North organization included participation 
in critical government discussions on aboriginal rights, 
drawing attention to Lubicon Lake native claims through 
the media, assisting Innu people in holding a conference 
on low-level military flights over Labrador, and 
supporting the Haida people's protest over the logging of 
Lyell Island. 
MCC Canada VS personnel 
Activities included: 
Communicating with Manitoba 
government about land claim 
settlements • • • 
Inter-Mennonite consultation 
with representatives from 
groups working in Native 
communities 
• • • 
Attending Native conference 
on alcoholism at Alkali Lake, 
B.C. 
Handicap Concerns 
Eighteen summer gardeners in 
Native communities 
The main focus of Handicap Concerns this year was to 
provide resources for provincial committees, which will 
continue this work after 1986. 
VS LVS SALT Total 
British Columbia 10 1 6 17 
Alberta 7 3 10 
Saskatchewan 12 5 17 
Manitoba 23 12 7 42 
Ontario 21 24 5 50 




Total 92 45 18 155 































Helping to organize the first 
national meeting of 
Independent Living Resource 
Centres 
MCC Canada Food Program 
Election of Director Henry 
Enns to presidency of Disabled 
People's International 
• • • 
Gathering stories through 
writing contest 
Other Canadian program activities 
Two issues came under special scrutiny in 1985: mental 
health services and unemployment/job creation concerns. 
Consultation with congregations and others involved in 
these issues will result in concrete action in the coming 
year. 
Native Concerns, Labrador 
Voluntary Service, Handicap 







*AII in Canadian dollars 
Material aid, Burkina Faso 
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Throughout 1 9 8 5 , M C C U.S. workers took seriously the 
words of Jesus, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I send you" (John 2 0 : 2 1 ) . 
M C C e r s went out into the world to live the Gospel, 
responding compassionately and faithfully to the 
oppressed, the poor and the neglected close to home. 
" B y entering into the pain of needy people, M C C workers 
seek to be a sign of hope," noted Wilmer Heisey, M C C 
U.S. executive secretary. " T h e more than 1 6 0 pins on the 
M C C U.S. map represent the energies and imagination of 
a people bent on putting Christian love into act ion." 
Seven departments and four regions worked on M C C U.S. 
agenda for responding to human need in 1 9 8 5 . 
U.S. Program 
Voluntary Service Program 
Through the M C C U.S. Voluntary Service Program, 1 0 7 
people worked in 12 locations in rural and urban settings. 
They served in community development programs, direct 
services, M C C support services and advocacy. 
Activities included: • • • 
Providing health care, teaching 
English, resettling Haitian 
refugees and counseling ex-
offenders in Belle Glade, Fla., 
where deep ethnic tensions, 
high crime rates, poverty and 
racism are prevalent 
• • • 
Teaching, health care, speech 
therapy, counseling, working 
with youth and upgrading 
houses in Appalachia, where 
unemployment is high and 
government social programs 
have been cut 
• • • 
Promoting legal rights for 
Native Americans in 
Minneapolis 
• • • 
Providing counseling, working 
at a temporary emergency 
shelter for the poor and doing 
legislative advocacy and 
research on World Peace Tax 
Fund and domestic poverty 
legislation in Washington D.C. 
Working with the Louisiana 
Citizens Against the Death 
Penalty, teaching English as a 
second language, providing 
health care to victims of 
violence, counseling rape 
victims, tutoring adults in basic 
reading and directing a shelter 
for battered women in 
Louisiana 
• • • 
Teaching mentally or 
physically handicapped 
people, tutoring elementary 
school dropouts, working at a 
shelter for homeless people 
and working with groups 
organizing against the death 
penalty in Atlanta, Ga. 
Voluntary Service, Miami 
Urban Ministries Program 
Through the Urban Community Development Summer 
Service program 59 students from Black, Hispanic and 
Native American communities worked in summer jobs 
with local churches or service organizations in 14 states, 
Ontario and Puerto Rico. Six young people found jobs 
and vocational skills training in I M P A C T , a program for 
minority youth, designed to offer alternatives to the 
military. 
immigration and Refugee Program 
The Immigration and Refugee Program continued 
assisting undocumented people in the United States who 
have fled violence in Central America and other areas. 
Provisional Legal Refuge, a 
new program which began this 
year providing bonds to help 
people who were on the verge 
of deportation back to Central 
America to get out of detention 
and obtain safe refuge 
Activities included: • • • 
Local churches hosting 
refugees through the 
Overground Railroad while 
their applications for 
immigration into Canada were 
processed • • • 
Resettlement of 175 people in 
the United States; about 75 
percent of these from 
Southeast Asia and the 
remainder from Africa, Eastern 
Europe and the Middle East 
Office of Criminal Justice 
The Office of Criminal Justice produced a slide set 
portraying the experience of crime victims and suggesting 
a Christian response. 
Activities included: • • • 
Participating in an all-European 
conference on Victim Offender 
Reparation, visiting VORP 
programs in England and 
having an audience with Pope 
John Paul II at the Vatican to 
discuss death penalty 
concerns 
Distributing information on the 
death penalty and the Victim 
Offender Reconciliation 
Program (VORP) 
Other U.S. Program activities 
Continuing the grocery sharing 
project and encouraging food 
and clothing sharing as ways 
to address emergency relief 
needs in the United States 
• • • 
Participating in the Inter-
Mennonite Council on Aging 
Starting the Sharing With 
Appalachian People (SWAP) 
program in Harlan County, Ky., 
a short-term learning and 
Christian service experience 
for church groups 
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Voluntary Service, Kentucky 
U.S. Peace Section 
T h e M C C U.S . Peace Sect ion p r o m o t e d peace educat ion , 
nuclear d i s a r m a m e n t , w o m e n ' s concerns , the sancti ty o f 
h u m a n life and resolving personal and c o m m u n i t y 
confl icts . 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Encouraging the church to 
address nuclear disarmament 
as an urgent faith issue and to 
consider today's victims of 
military spending, the poor, as 
well as future victims 
threatened by nuclear 
holocaust • • • 
Employing several additional 
part-time trainers to lead 
Mennonite Conciliation 
Services seminars and 
workshops on resolving 
personal, church and 
community conflicts • • • 
Working on women's concerns 
and editing the Committee on 
Women's Concerns Report 
The MCC Washington Office 
providing information on 
public policy, leading 
seminars, arranging meetings 
with government officials for 
returning overseas workers 
and meeting with other 
nongovernmental 
organizations to discuss peace 
issues • • • 
Sponsoring a two-month 
cross-country tour of a 
multimedia presentation on 
abortion called "Now Shall the 
Desert Bloom"; shown to over 
7,000 people • • • 
Providing resources on 
peacemaking for minority 
churches 
Development Education 
D e v e l o p m e n t E d u c a t i o n staff m e m b e r s shared 
in format ion that ref lected M C C ' s c o m m i t m e n t to being a 
Christ ian resource for meet ing h u m a n need. 
Activities included: • • • 
Continuing research and 
writing on topics related to 
food, poverty, the environment 
and technology 
Attending seminars and 
conferences, leading 
workshops and participating in 
discussions with grass-roots 
workers in communities to 
explore these issues • • • 
Writing an audiovisual on 
world hunger and publishing a 
bimonthly newsletter called 
Food and Hunger Notes 
Regional MCCs 
T h e four M C C regions provided significant increases in 
contr ibut ions and material aid f rom their const i tuency 
members as par t o f the ongoing response to African 
famine and other areas o f need. 
T h e East C o a s t and Great Lakes regions organized a corn 
drive that provided 4 , 0 0 0 tons o f grain for Africa and 
Centra l America . 
Churches in all four r e g i o n s — W e s t C o a s t , Centra l States , 
G r e a t Lakes and Eas t C o a s t — c o n t r i b u t e d to the 1 2 0 , 0 0 0 
blankets that were shipped to 1 2 countries . In the first 
hal f o f the year, 9 2 , 0 0 0 blankets were shipped t o 
Ethiopia . This was the m o s t ever shipped by M C C to o n e 
country in a s ix -month period. 
Central States regional office 
assisting with MCC displays 
and personnel recruitment at 
many meetings including Ames 
85, the biennial conference of 
the Mennonite Church • • • 
West Coast MCC office and 
Material Aid Center in Reedley, 
Calif., moving across town to a 
new location 
Activities included: • • • 
Support by Central States, 
Great Lakes and East Coast 
regions for wheelchair trip of 
Mike King from Alaska to 
Washington, D.C. King, 
paralyzed from the waist down, 
challenged individuals and 
organizations to keep working 
at the concerns of the 
handicapped, and generated 
funds including those for 
MCC's work with 
developmentally disabled 
people. 
• • • 
Great Lakes office sponsoring 
a disabilities survey in 
Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches in Ohio to help 
churches become more aware 
of disabled people's concerns 
Farm crisis response 
At its J a n u a r y 1 9 8 5 annual meeting, M C C U.S . created a 
task force to respond to the call for help f r o m farmers 
affected by the farm crisis. T h e task force, consist ing o f 
five farmers f rom N e b r a s k a , Iowa, Ill inois, Indiana and 
Pennsylvania, focused on developing a n e t w o r k of 
informat ion and support for f inancial ly distressed farm 
communit ies . 
T h e immediate farm agenda was to give counsel and 
support to M e n n o n i t e farmers w h o have lost or will lose 
their farms, but the task force is also seeking to provide 
counsel to those w h o still have a chance t o cont inue 
farming. 
Activities included: 
• • • 
Publishing an Inter-Mennonite 
Farm Newsletter, an idea that 
emerged from a farm issues 
committee established at the 
Laurelville Faith and Farming 
Conference in November 1984; 
similar Faith and Farming 
Conference held in December 
1985 
Starting an Iowa-based FARM 
HOTLINE to provide 
information and emotional 
support for U.S. farmers 
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SELFHELP Crafts 
S E L F H E L P Crafts U.S. continued a steady pattern of 
growth with about a 16 percent increase in sales. T w o 
new shops were opened—one in St. Louis, M o . , and 
another in Champaign, 111. 
1 9 8 5 was a year of major ground breaking in terms of 
marketing and education with SELFHELP's first full year 
of promotion in the commercial giftware industry. 
Mennonite Mental Health Services 
Mennonite Mental Health Services ( M M H S ) helped 
people through the programs of its eight member mental 
health centers and through its educational and 
consultation services. 
Activities included: • • • 
Assisting its partner 
organization in Paraguay in 
operating a men's 
rehabilitation ward at the 
National Psychiatric Hospital in 
Asuncion • • • 
Responding to a call for help 
from farming communities in 
Iowa and Nebraska for people 
suffering emotional distress 
because of the farm crisis, and 
providing crisis seminars and 
counseling training for pastors 
in these farm communities 
Meeting jointly with the MCC 
U.S. Executive Committee to 
discuss the relationship of 
MMHS to its member centers 
and hospitals and their 
relationships with constituent 
churches • • • 
Developmental Disabilities 
Services (DDS), a ministry of 
MMHS, raising awareness of 
disability concerns through its 
publications and consultation 
services 
MCC U.S. Financial* 
Income 
General contributions allocated $1,730,000 
Designated contributions 264,003 
Grant income 31,100 
VS unit income 583,570 
Refugee Resettlement income 23,855 
MMHS member hospital 
contributions 43,040 
Meat canner income 117,032 




Total income 2,587,496 
Disbursements 
U.S. Program $1,135,406 
U.S. Peace Section 268,106 
Mennonite Disaster Service 120,219 
Mennonite Mental Health 
Services 167,369 
Development Education 22,196 
Farm Crisis 5,820 
Material Aid 305,504 
West Coast MCC 147,460 
MCC Central States 133,933 
MCC Great Lakes 70,493 
MCC East Coast 44,615 
Executive Office 52,200 
Headquarters expense 227,015 





Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) 
Tornadoes and flash floods created massive needs in 
eastern United States. M D S volunteers helped clean up 
debris left in the paths of devastating tornadoes which 
damaged thousands of homes in eastern United States in 
May. They also helped local residents clean up and repair 
their homes following fall flash floods in Virginia, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 
Activities included: • • • 
Helping victims of floods, 
tornadoes, hurricanes, 
mudslides, fire and 
earthquakes in 23 states and 
several Canadian provinces 
• • • 
Assisting farm families in the 
economic crisis by 
transporting seed and fertilizer 
and helping cultivate and plant 
crops • • • 
MDS youth squads working in 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, California, North 
Carolina, Kentucky and 
Pennsylvania 
Washington, DC 
Belle Glade, FL 
Miami, FL 




New Orleans, LA 6 
Minneapolis, MN 1 




Net increase in operating fund 
balance 
•Does not include SELFHELP Crafts 
MCC U.S. VS Personnel 
Reedley, CA 2 * * * 
2,524,997 
62,499 
voluntary Service, Bible 
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A message from the MCC executive 
secretary 
There was no shortage of human need in 1985. Major 
natural disasters were only momentarily more visible than 
the continuing human trauma in Southern and Eastern 
Africa, Central America, South Asia and the Middle East. 
Mennonite Central Committee with its limited resources 
nevertheless made a notable impact in meeting these 
human needs. 
The enormity of such great need can easily overwhelm the 
senses. The temptation to retreat and the possibility of 
exhaustion are too well known. Constituents, staff and 
people in the field have to continually remind themselves 
that to work "In the name of Christ" is to reflect a love 
incarnate that knows no boundaries or limits. The well-
known church historian Martin Marty noted after 
surveying the demise of Western optimism: "Some things 
can be done. One reaches out where one can." He then 
added that we cannot "give up on the world before God 
does." 
This report records the story of 1985 in broad strokes. I 
wish we had space to mention by name the people who 
demonstrated what it means to be "partners in God's 
service." Such a list would include constituents in Canada 
and the United States who donate tens of thousands of 
working hours to support hundreds of in-service workers. 
These workers offer years of their lives shaping what Urie 
A. Bender has called "a loving, responding Christian 
presence within the pressing realities of human need." 
We are indeed grateful for the prayers and financial 
support and the work of dedicated people in North 
America and around the world, who join us as "partners 
in God's service." 
• • • John A. Lapp, MCC 
executive secretary 
1985 in summary 
Total personnel: 976 in 50 countries 
Total material aid: 79.6 million pounds/35.8 million 
kilograms to 34 countries 
Total income: $33,030,088 
Total expenses: $30,803,365 




MCC International (cash) 45.0% 
$13,851,482 
SELFHELP Crafts 9.0% 
$2,776,028 
MCC International 
Material aid (in kind) 38.0% 
$11,717,632 
Cash projects 
• • • 
(March) Refugee assistance, 
North America: Mennonites, 
who have often been displaced 
throughout their history, 
generously support programs 
for refugees. Currently both 
MCC U.S. and MCC Canada 
have a variety of refugee 
resettlement and assistance 
programs. 
A Spanish-speaking VSer at 
(Edmonton) Mennonite Centre 
for newcomers and a VSer at a 
social service agency for 
refugees living in Washington, 
D.C., are among MCC workers 
ministering to strangers. $596 
supports a VSer for one month; 
$138 for a week. Please include 
number USP7002 with your 
contribution. 
• • • 
(April) Immunizations, Haiti: 
In the hills of northeast Haiti 
only four out of 10 children 
have ever had shots to 
protect them from diseases 
like tetanus, whooping cough 
or tuberculosis. MCC is 
working with local health 
officials to vaccinate 3,000 
children. 
$400 provides vaccinations 
for one community; 50 cents 
protects one child. Please 
include project number 
HA6909 with your 
contribution. 
fce^0 
Material aid projects 
• • • 
(March) Bars of soap: New bars 
of soap are greatly prized in 
many countries. One hundred 
thousand bars are needed 
annually to fill requests. Used 
soap bars from hotels and 
motels are also requested. 
Hospitals and orphanages are 
among recipients of soap. 
• • • 
(April) Bandages: Bandages 
rolled from used sheets are 
needed in hospitals and other 
institutional programs. To 
make bandages, remove 
selvage and tear material into 
strips two to four inches wide. 
Sew ends together by laying 
one on top of the other, making 
a flat seam. Roll until bandage 
measures three inches in 
diameter. Tack end with a few 
stitches. MCC expects to ship 
bandages to five countries in 
1986. 
I 
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